to leave in the morning and was therefore obliged to decline but promised to call upon the Duchess de Dino and himself for leave-taking in the evening, which I did, but without again having the pleasure of hearing him talk English.
A year's residence in a Country, however great the facilities enjoyed to that end, is, at least, an inadequate period for the formation of entirely reliable opinions of its public men. It is therefore not without real diffidence and much hesitation that I say even the little that I do say about those who came more particularly under my observation. But as the opinions I formed, however hasty, were quite unprejudiced deductions from what I saw and heard I venture on the expression of them, trusting that they will be indulgently suffered to pass for what they are worth.
Lord Grey, whose character as a Statesman has been the subject of much observation, was at the time Prime Minister. I saw him under circumstances better calculated perhaps to exhibit his true character and to give the measure of his capacities than any that had occurred in his previous career. I allude to his conduct of the Reform Question, and his leadership in the debate upon the Eeform Bill in the House of Lords. I chanced to be present when he made his celebrated appeal to the Bench of Bishops and denounced with much eloquence and unsparing severity sentiments which he charged to have been uttered by the partisan Bishop of Exeter. In his opening speech the Earl entreated the Bight Eeverend Prelates to consider what their condition would be before the Country if a measure on which the Nation had fixed its hope should be rejected by but a slim majority of the lay Peers and its fate be consequently decided by the votes o-f the heads of the Church. Those Right Reverend Prelates had, he said, shown that they were not indifferent or inattentive to the signs of the times by their introduction of measures for effecting some salutary reforms in matters relating to the temporalities of the Church. In this they had acted with a wise forethought and evinced their consciousness of the fact that the eyes of the Country were upon them, as well as a proper sense of the necessity of setting their house in order and preparing to meet the coining storm. He implored them to follow on the present occasion the same
